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President’s Message 

2014 seems to have gone by very quickly. The Management Committee is busy 
preparing for the upcoming Annual General Meeting, to be held on Thursday 11 
December 2014. By the time you receive this newsletter, the AGM will be over, so I 
hope you were able to take up the invitation to join the meeting and contribute to the 
running of our Society. 

Progress towards the goals outlined in the 2-year plan has been documented in the 
President’s report prepared for the AGM (see 
http://www.appsnet.org/members/General/AGM%202014/index.aspx). When you 
next visit the APPS website I hope you will appreciate the improvements 
implemented by the Business Manager, Peter Williamson, to make the website more 
user-friendly. 

The Management Committee is pleased to welcome the Australian Pathogen 
Bioinformatics Group as our newest Special Interest Group. We look forward to 
working with this newest group and the other Special Interest Groups in future. 

The Management Committee has recently commissioned and purchased high-
quality, versatile lanyards, card holders and bookmarks for conference satchels as a 
means of sponsoring meetings and promoting the Society into the future. In 
November these items were provided to delegates attending the 8th Australasian 
Soilborne Diseases Symposium in Hobart and the 9th International Workshop on 
Grapevine Trunk diseases in Adelaide. They will also be provided to delegates at the 
12th Australasian Plant Virology Workshop and, of course, the 20th APPS Biennial 
Conference in 2015 (http://www.apps2015.com.au). Lanyards are also available for 
use at branch events – please contact Barbara Hall (Executive Secretary) for details. 
We hope that members and conference delegates will find these items useful long 
after the event – my lanyard is certainly being put to good use! 

I am delighted to commend to you Douglas Parbery’s biography of Daniel McAlpine, 
published recently by Springer. McAlpine is often referred to as the “father of Plant 
Pathology in Australia” and we honour his contribution through the Daniel McAlpine 
memorial lecture at each biennial conference. Dr Parbery’s book documents 
McAlpine’s career, the unfortunate events that led to his premature retirement and 
the recent evidence that led to restoration of his reputation as an outstanding 
scientist and educator. The Society has 350 copies, which will be available for 
members to purchase. Congratulations to Doug Parbery and all who contributed to 
the publication (including Vyrna Beilharz, Jacky Edwards, Tom May, Peter Merriman, 
Ian Pascoe and John Walker). Peter Magarey, Elaine Davison and Greg Johnson 
provided support and encouragement. 

I also encourage you to renew your APPS membership soon, if you have not already 
done so. 

Best wishes for Christmas, the festive season and for 2015.  

Eileen Scott 
eileen.scott@adelaide.edu.au; president@appsnet.org  

http://www.appsnet.org/members/General/AGM%202014/index.aspx
mailto:eileen.scott@adelaide.edu.au
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News from the Business Manager 

It’s been a very busy year in the APPS business manager’s office but well worth it. 
The Society is in excellent shape financially and member numbers are at a near-
record high. 

The business manager’s office underwent several upgrades during the year. Gone 
are the days of the 56K modem, 386 PC and dialup connection. The NBN came to 
Toowoomba recently and the high speed cable to the home reduces my time spent 
waiting considerably, particularly for uploads to the website. Wireless or ‘cable to the 
node’ will never compare to real NBN. The view from the office is getting better as 
well. My rainforest is finally taking shape and bower birds, eastern spine bills, 
pheasant coucals and many other birds are common visitors. 

The website has undergone a few changes in recent weeks. With the help of others I 
have fixed all broken links and tried to make navigation as logical as possible. 
‘Pathogen of the Month’ has undergone changes to allow sorting. Column headers 
can be clicked to group POTM’s by the heading name. 

Members have the opportunity of placing pictures or videos of their work on the 
APPS website and in the newsletter. The picture below is an example of what can be 
done, but the creativity is up to you. Please send me your page as a word document 
and ‘embed links’ to your YouTube videos if you wish to participate. I will do the html 
for you and send to Will for inclusion in the newsletter. 

Member subscriptions for 2015 are now due and can be made from the member 
area using several options including all credit cards or PayPal as well as cheque or 
bank transfer. Members who wish to have their subscriptions paid by their 
department administration officers can provide them with a link (available from the 
member area) which will allow payment without logging in. 

I will be taking a short break over Christmas and New Year and may only have 
intermittent email contact. There may be a slight delay in processing payments and 
issuing receipts. 

I wish all members a relaxing break and hope to catch up with many at the next 
conference in my home town of Fremantle in 2015. 

 
The APPS Office 

Click to zoom 

Peter Williamson 
APPS Business Manager  

http://www.appsnet.org/public/newsletter/terrarium.aspx
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New Members 

On behalf of the Society, the Management Committee would like to welcome the 
following new members 

Australia 

 Dr Nayana Bandara 

 Ms Sophia Callaghan 

 Dr Eleonora Egidi 

 Mr Khondoker Mohammad Golam 
Dastogeer 

 Mr Muhammad Junaid 

 Mr Doug Wilson 

International 

 Dr Ndeme Atibalentja (United 
States of America) 

 Dr Vincent Pallas (Spain) 

 Dr Narendra Kumar Jatav (India) 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Dates for your Diary 

 Victoria branch event, University of Melbourne, 16 February 2015 
 

 9th Australasian Soilborne Diseases Symposium,  
Heritage Hanmer Springs, Canterbury, New Zealand.   
14-18 November 2016 

The 9th ASDS will be held in the spa resort township of Hanmer Springs, North 
Canterbury, in the spring of 2016. The Symposium, organised under the auspices of 
the Australasian Plant Pathology Society (APPS), will continue the tradition of highly 
successful Symposia that began on the Queensland Gold Coast in 1999 and has 
continued through to 2014 in Hobart, Tasmania. The 9th ASDS will include inputs 
from plant pathologists and other relevant researchers who study soilborne plant 
pathogens, the diseases they cause, soil health, microbiology and related ecology in 
forestry, pasture, arable, fruit and vegetable crops. The 9th ASDS is being organised 
by plant pathologists and APPS members at Lincoln. 
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End of year Gathering and Shrooming 

To celebrate the end of 2014, more than 30 NSW and ACT APPS members and keen 

mycologists gathered in Bowral, NSW, to visit the award-winning Li Sun Exotic Mushroom 

farm (www.li-sunexoticmushrooms.com.au) owned and run by Neil Arrold. Neil studied plant 

pathology at the University of Sydney and has an excellent knowledge of all things 

mushroom. For example, did you know that mushrooms were first cultivated in the 

Catacombs under Paris in the 17th Century, and that some are still grown there today? After 

completing his PhD researching nematode pathogens of cultivated mushrooms, Noel 

continued his scientific career, first in the US and then Europe, breeding and improving 

mushroom varieties.  

Li-Sun mushrooms are grown in a disused 650 m long railway tunnel between Mittagong and 

Bowral in the Southern Highlands.  Upon passing through the giant steel gates, we entered 

the magical world of mushroom cultivation.  The tunnels are perfect for growing a range of 

exotic mushrooms, as they maintain a relatively constant humidity and temperature, similar 

to that found in the forests where the mushrooms originate. Mushrooms grown at the farm 

include Swiss Brown, Shiitake, King Brown, pink, white and yellow Oyster and Shimeji 

mushrooms. They are cultivated in a range of media including straw and eucalyptus 

sawdust.  

The tour was followed by a picnic lunch in a Bowral park.  

Many thanks to Greg Johnson for organising the tour with Noel and to Astha Singh for 

assistance with catering. When not in the tunnels, Noel can be found at the Capital Region 

Farmers Market in Canberra.

 

A pathologist (Dr Will Cuddy) released 

from the lab hunts for rust in the grass 

growing beside the railway line. 

http://www.li-sunexoticmushrooms.com.au/
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The NSW and APPS members and 

mushroom enthusiasts learn about 

mushrooms from Noel. 

 

Enter the world of mushrooms in the 

disused railway tunnel through giant 

gates. 

 

Noel Arrold amongst the Shitake 

mushrooms in the railway tunnel. 

 

A selection of the mushrooms grown at Li-

Sun Mushrooms including Shiitake, pink 

and white Oyster, Swiss brown and Enoki 

mushrooms.

‘Rust Never Sleeps’ and ‘Fungi are Beautiful’ 

On October 15th, the Eastern Avenue Auditorium at the University of Sydney filled with 

people eager to learn more about how plant pathology can play an important role in reducing 

global crop losses and combating world hunger.   

Professor Robert Park, the Judith and David Coffey Chair in Sustainable Agriculture at the 

Plant Breeding Institute and Director of Cereal Rust Research at the University of Sydney's 

Faculty of Agriculture and Environment, has been researching cereal rust pathogens for the 

last 25 years. He has played a key role in the identification of genes for the development of 

resistant wheat varieties and in the management of cereal rust diseases. Robert is also 

involved in the global effort to combat Ug99, a new race of stem rust that emerged in Africa 

in recent years that poses a serious threat to world wheat production as rust spores have the 

potential to move more than 1000 km by wind. 

Robert’s passion for plant pathology, the beauty of fungi and Neil Young was evident 

throughout his presentation.  
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A podcast of Robert’s presentation is available online at 

http://sydney.edu.au/science/outreach/whats-on/forum/archive.shtml  

Brian Deverall – A giant in plant science 

In August, Professor Brian Deverall sadly passed away.  Professor Deverall was Professor 

of Plant Pathology at the University of Sydney from 1973 until 2001 and made a significant 

contribution to the field of Plant Pathology and Australian agriculture. Professor Deverall was 

an inspirational teacher and mentor to all those you had the privilege of knowing him.  An 

obituary was published in the Sydney Morning Herald on Saturday 6 December 2014.   

www.smh.com.au/comment/obituaries/brian-deverall--emeritus-professor-of-plant-pathology-

at-the-university-of-sydney-dies-20141205-1213pe.html 

Rosalie Daniel 

  

http://sydney.edu.au/science/outreach/whats-on/forum/archive.shtml
http://www.smh.com.au/comment/obituaries/brian-deverall--emeritus-professor-of-plant-pathology-at-the-university-of-sydney-dies-20141205-1213pe.html
http://www.smh.com.au/comment/obituaries/brian-deverall--emeritus-professor-of-plant-pathology-at-the-university-of-sydney-dies-20141205-1213pe.html
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The highly anticipated Biosecurity Symposium held on 28th October 2014 ended a highly 
successful year for the Victoria Branch of the APPS.  And what a way to end the year, with 
34 attendees, four speakers, and tours of the National Herbarium of Victoria fungi collection 
and the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne, focussing on pest management and the sentinel 
plant program. 

The symposium opened with a warm welcome from our host, Dr Tom May from the 
Melbourne Herbarium and regional councillor Angela Van de Wouw.  This was followed by 
four presentations from scientists and officers working in the field of biosecurity, giving 
audiences an insight into the challenges and importance of this field. 

Our invited guest from the Northern Territory Department of Primary Industry and Fisheries, 
Dr Andrew Tomkins, delivered a brilliant presentation on the incursion response and 
management strategies of the Banana Freckle disease, currently ravaging banana crops in 
northern Australia. He talked about the disease, its global spread and eventual invasion into 
Australia and the evolving response plans from government agencies to eradicate this 
deadly fungal disease. This eradication program is one of the largest the country has seen, 
drawing resources from federal, state and territory governments, industry and the local 
indigenous community. Dr Tomkins is very confident that eradication of the Banana Freckle 
disease will be successful, drawing on past successes in eradication programs and the 
unique location and climates of Northern Territory. 

Local speakers, Dr Jacky Edwards and Dr Fiona Constable, gave presentations on Myrtle 
rust and Little cherry virus 2. These two exotic pathogens have breached the stringent 
biosecurity protection measures of Australia to enter the country and subsequently establish. 
These presentations highlighted the importance of biosecurity and the roles legislation plays 
in protecting Australian flora and agriculture. 

Our last speaker, Mr Frank Henry, gave a presentation on the disease outbreak of an 
endemic pathogen, Beet western yellow virus, on behalf of Dr Angela Freeman. Mr Henry’s 
presentation gave the audience a unique insight into the activities of a front-line officer 
working in the field of biosecurity and a reminder of the potential damages that can be 
caused by re-emerging diseases. 

The presentations were followed by tours of the herbarium and botanic gardens. As part of 
the tours we were shown fungal specimens including Fusarium oxysporum that had been 
collected in 1810-1820, sentinel trees for Myrtle rust within the botanic gardens and an 
explanation of many of the wonderful projects being undertaken in the gardens. Some 
pictures from the tours are shown below. 

We would like to thank Tom May and all the staff at the botanic gardens that helped to put 
the day together. The day was a big success which was evident from all the extremely 
positive feedback we have received.  

Lastly, we would like to welcome two new members, Francine Perrine-Walker and Rohan 
Lowe, to the APPS-Vic committee. We hope that they will enjoy the experience and bring 
many new ideas to the table. We have already sent around a save-the-data for next year’s 
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first meeting to be held at the University of Melbourne on Monday February 16th. We are still 
looking for suggestions for speakers – if you have any, please let us know. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thanks very much and merry Christmas to all, 
APPS-Vic Committee 
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Below is a snapshot of some events involving Tasmanian contribution to plant pathology. 
Contributions to Robert.Tegg@utas.edu.au 

Student Networking Dinner 

A networking dinner was held on 11th November for all Tasmanian plant pathology 
postgraduates students, along with those visiting Hobart during the ASDS. The group of 19 
students enjoyed getting to know each other and have since established a network to keep 
in touch. This was supported by regional activity funds made available by APPS.    

 

Attendees at the student networking dinner 

Student achievements 

Dr Gareth Hill has been awarded the 2014 best student paper in the journal Plant Pathology. 
Dr Hill’s paper (available at http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/ppa.12225/abstract) 
describes the use of nitrate non-utilizing (nit) mutants of the fungal pathogen Botrytis cinerea 
to establish new information about disease epidemiology in vineyards. The results indicated 
that a proportion of botrytis bunch rot observed in grape bunches at harvest was the result of 
latent infections that had accumulated throughout the growing season.  The practical 
significance of this work is that disease management to date has been focussed on 
preventing infection during the flowering period, whereas there are clearly situations and 
climates where infections occur well after flowering.  The paper formed part of Dr Hill’s PhD 
research managed by the Tasmanian Institute of Agriculture (TIA) and the School of Land 
and Food, University of Tasmania.  The PhD research was conducted in New Zealand and 
Tasmania, with PhD supervisors Dr Kathy Evans (TIA), Dr Robert Beresford (The New 
Zealand Institute for Plant and Food Research) and Dr Bob Dambergs (formerly TIA node of 
the Australian Wine Research Institute).   

Robert Tegg.  

mailto:Robert.Tegg@utas.edu.au
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/ppa.12225/abstract
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Report for the 8th Australasian 

Soilborne Diseases Symposium 

November 2014 

The 8th Australasian Soilborne Diseases Symposium (8ASDS) was held in Hobart, Tasmania 
from the 10th-13th November 2014 and brought together 85 delegates. The scientific 
programme encompassed topics including: pesticides and soil amendments; integrated pest 
management; plant-pathogen interactions; biological control and disease suppression; 
resistance; pathogen ecology and epidemiology; and diagnostics and risk management. 
Keynote speakers included Dr Krishna V. Subbarao (UC-Davis) who discussed how 
consumer demand (human activities) can alter soil borne diseases, as illustrated with 
ongoing studies on Sclerotinia sclerotiorum and Verticillium dahliae. Dr Alison Lees (James 
Hutton Institute, UK) discussed the successes and failures of real-time PCR diagnostic 
assays as both a research tool and as a predictive tool for soil-borne diseases of potato. 
Additionally there was an Invited Presentations session on ‘Management of Soilborne 
Diseases of Cereals’ dedicated to the memory of the late David Roget. Rapid-fire poster 
sessions and open forums provided opportunities for rigorous debate of important and 
relevant scientific issues. Quality student presentations were delivered with Natalia Cripps-
Guazzone (Lincoln, NZ) being awarded the prize for best student presentation. Both the 
welcome reception, which included a ferry ride to the world-acclaimed Museum of Old and 
New Art (MONA) and the conference dinner at the Henry Jones Art Hotel, provided ample 
opportunity to meet old and new friends. A nematode workshop ran by Dr Graham Stirling 
immediately after the conference provided opportunities to get some hands-on experience 
with beneficial microbes and suppressive soils. This biennial niche conference which brings 
together both International and Australasian experts on soilborne diseases is scheduled to 
occur next in Hamner Springs, NZ, in November 2016. 
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Photos from ASDS8 (photos kindly provided by Mark Balendres) 

Conference Sessions 

 

Poster Sessions 
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Conference Dinner 
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Student Prize 

 

Calum Wilson and Robert Tegg (on behalf of the 8th ASDS organising committee)  
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Report on the Australasian Plant 

Virology Workshop, August 2014 

 

The 11th Australasian Plant Virology Workshop, attended by 107 delegates, was convened 
by the Plant Virology Working Group, a Special Interest Group of the Australasian Plant 
Pathology Society. The workshop was held at the Ecosciences Precinct in Brisbane, 
Queensland, over three full days that preceded the 29th International Horticulture Congress. 
This timing may have contributed to a new record for attendance of national and 
international participants at APVW. Countries represented included Australia, New Zealand, 
France, Belgium, Brazil, USA, South Africa, China, India, Pakistan, South Korea, Malaysia, 
Brunei and Iran. 

To give all participants the chance for an oral presentation, the organizing committee opted 
for a slightly different format to previous workshops without scientific posters, but with two 
types of presentations: 20 minute talks including questions and 5 minute rapid fire 
presentations (without questions) as an introduction to the presenter’s research. This format 
appeared to work well and received positive feedback from most participants. 

 

Delegates at the 11th Australasian Plant Virology Workshop. 

The theme of the 11th APVW was “Plant virology in the omics era”, due to genomics, 
transcriptomics, proteomics and the other ‘omics’ becoming increasingly important tools in 
the study of virus and virus-like diseases. The workshop was structured into 11 sessions 
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across three days, which included research themes on virus characterization, host-vector-
virus interactions, diagnostics, biosecurity, epidemiology and control, viruses of field crops 
and other obligate pathogens. In addition, we inaugurated special sessions to honour two 
eminent Australasian plant virologists who have contributed substantially over many years to 
the development of the discipline — John Randles and Adrian Gibbs. In these special 
sessions, 10 minute talks about the achievements and personalities  of John and Adrian 
were provided by Nicole Thompson/Andrew Geering and Paul Guy, respectively, as well as 
scientific talks contributed by people that had in some way been associated with these two 
people over the years (either as students, postdocs or collaborators). We hope this initiative 
of naming sessions after people nearing the ends of distinguished careers in plant virology 
will become a tradition at future workshops. 

Professor Elliot W. Kitajima from Brazil presented the REF Matthews Memorial lecture with a 
fascinating overview of Brevipalpus mite-transmitted viruses. Other invited keynote speakers 
included Dr Stéphane Blanc, Prof Peter Palukaitis and Prof Peter Waterhouse. In addition to 
these feature presentations, 37 full talks and 19 rapid fire talks were presented during the 
meeting. 

The social program included a welcome reception at the EcoSciences Precinct on the first 
evening of the workshop with musical interludes by Zvoncky followed by an entertaining and 
spine-tingling night-time Ghost Tour of the adjacent Boggo Road Gaol. Our conference 
dinner was served during a Brisbane River cruise on the Mirrimar on Thursday. 

We are indebted to APPS for their ongoing support for our workshop meetings, in particular 
the loan funds which helped with deposit payments before registrations opened. We thank 
and acknowledge the financial support from all our sponsors, especially our major sponsors, 
the Grains Research and Development Corporation and the Plant Biosecurity Co-operative 
Research Centre, which made this meeting possible. We also thank the Queensland 
Government for making the meeting venue available without charge and Sally Brown and 
her team from Conference Connections for their untiring and always friendly and helpful 
support during the preparation and smooth running of the meeting. 

The workshop insignia were handed over to Brenda Coutts and her team, who have started 
to organize the 12th APVW which will be held in Fremantle, Western Australia on September 
16th-18th 2015, linked to the APPS Biennial Conference. We received a surplus from the 10th 
workshop and expect to pass on a similar surplus to the 12th APVW, but the financial figures 
have not yet been finalised. 

The 11th APVW 2014 Organizing Team: Ralf Dietzgen and Andrew Geering (University of 
Queensland); Anthony James (Queensland University of Technology); Kathy Parmenter and 
Denis Persley (Queensland Department of Agriculture; Fisheries and Forestry); and Nicole 
Thompson (Sugar Research Australia). 


